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Introduction
What is the Blue Economy?
- Sustainable use of ocean and coastal resources for economic gain
- Maintaining the health of marine ecosystems

Module Objectives:
- Introduce the concept of the blue economy
- Trace its definition and scope
- Highlight key ocean-based sectors
- Explain the importance of sustainability in each sector

Core Idea: Linking economic development with ocean conservation



Blue Economy may be defined as a “sustainable ocean economy that emergesBlue Economy may be defined as a “sustainable ocean economy that emerges
when economic activity is in balance with the capacity of ocean ecosystems towhen economic activity is in balance with the capacity of ocean ecosystems to
support this activity and remains resilient and healthy.” (UNESCO, 2020. Sustainablesupport this activity and remains resilient and healthy.” (UNESCO, 2020. Sustainable
Blue Economy)Blue Economy)

        
Sustainable use of ocean resources for economic growth, improved livelihoods, andSustainable use of ocean resources for economic growth, improved livelihoods, and
jobs while preserving the health of the ocean ecosystem. (World Bank)jobs while preserving the health of the ocean ecosystem. (World Bank)
An emerging concept that encourages better stewardship of our ocean or 'blue'An emerging concept that encourages better stewardship of our ocean or 'blue'
resources. (The Commonwealth of Nations)resources. (The Commonwealth of Nations)

DEFINITION OF BLUE ECONOMY



Oceans are a primary source
of income

(3-5% of Global GDP)

Fisheries and aquaculture
provide livelihoods for 10-12% of

the global population.

Ocean-based jobs are
expected to increase 120%

between 2010 and 2030

90% of excess heat has been
stored in the ocean

GLOBAL OVERVIEW OF THE BLUE ECONOMY 

The estimated value of the global Blue Economy stands at around USD 24 trillion.

Source: World Bank & European Commission (2021)



Malaysia possesses an extensive coastal and marine area of 614,159 square kilometres, almost twice its
landmass, and the size of its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) alone is 453,186 square kilometres. Being a country

with an abundance of natural resources, Malaysia has a huge potential to leverage these advantages of the Blue
Economy for its economic value and prospects

Source: ASM Position Paper



In 2021, the Academy of Sciences Malaysia (ASM)

collaborated with stakeholders to create the position

paper ‘Blue Economy: Unlocking the Value of the Ocean.’

This paper aims to develop a sustainable, profitable,

inclusive, and future-ready economy for Malaysia's

marine and maritime industries.

The blue economic blueprint was outlined in
the 12th Malaysia Plan, aims to promote
sustainable development in coastal and

maritime areas. 

SHAPING MALAYSIA'S BLUE ECONOMY LANDSCAPE

Source: ASM Position Paper



Malaysia has launched the Blue Economy PortalMalaysia has launched the Blue Economy Portal
and Centres to spearhead its Blue Economyand Centres to spearhead its Blue Economy

Initiative, emphasizing public-private andInitiative, emphasizing public-private and
community partnerships to unlock greater valuecommunity partnerships to unlock greater value
from the nation’s ocean and marine resources.from the nation’s ocean and marine resources.



MALAYSIA’S STRATEGIC PUSH FOR THE BLUE ECONOMY

Goverment
Endorsement

High-level endorsement
and a commitment to
integrating the Blue

Economy into Malaysia’s
broader economic agenda

Economic Growth 

Ensuring economic
benefits while protecting

the environment

Resource
Management

Sustainable ocean
resource management



01 02 03

THE SEA THE PEOPLE THE ECONOMY

•Geography
•Major seas

•Oceanographic features

•Demography
•Social and cultural features

•Human development 
•Human capital 

•Access to basic services
•Access to solid waste and
wastewater management

•Poverty and living conditions
•Vulnerability to natural hazards

and climate change
 

•GDP per capita
•Employment

•Inflation
•External trade



Twenty-three percent of the Malaysian GDP is contributed by the Blue Economy, which is dominated by offshore
energy, including crude petroleum and natural gas production and petroleum refineries, followed by fishing and

aquaculture and marine transport and tourism (Juneja et al., 2021). In 2023, the global ocean economy is estimated
to double from the 2010 estimate of USD 1.5 trillion, or 2.5% of global gross value, to USD 3 trillion (Sumaila et al., 2021).

TRADITIONAL  SECTORS

ESTABLISHED INDUSTRIES THAT HAVE LONG BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH THE OCEANS



IMAGE: NOAA



OPPORTUNITIES VS CHALLENGES

POLICY
The lack of a thorough
national ocean policy and
marine spatial plan to steer
the sustainable growth of
ocean-related industries
(Azam et al., 2023).

RESOURCES

Insufficient labor and
resources to enforce
regulations effectively and
manage coastal and
marine areas for protection
(Azam et al., 2023).

TECHNOLOGY

Insufficient support and
technologies could restrict
the effectiveness of ocean
management initiatives
(Azam et al., 2023; MIDA,
2022.

EXPERTISE
Lack of data and technical
expertise to carry out an in-
depth analysis(Azam et al.,
2023; Saarani et al., 2023).

01 02

03 04



Activity: Exploring Blue Economy Sectors

Group Exercise:

- Select one blue economy sector
- Identify real-world examples
- Discuss one sustainability challenge
- Present findings to the class
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